The Official Newslefter of fhe Llandoudna Civie Associatian

Welcome allnewcomersto Uandudno! Homeschange handson a regular basis; so thismay be your first Uandudno
News newsletter. On behalf of the Uandudno community, the LCA wishesyou a happy stay in your new home — may all
your sunsets be beautiful !!!' Please add your contact detailsto the Llandudno Residents Database so that we can keep
you informed of matters affecting usall. Send your name, street address, home and cell numbersto email
info@landudno.org.za ; ordrop a note in the LCA Letterbox at the hut near the Uandudno entrance. We will issue you a
password and ID for accessing the Community Website.

Visit www.llandudno.org.za to see what'savailable to the Uandudno Community.

The Year that Was

Huck Endersby

In an ideal World, the

responsibilities and operations of

YOUR Llandudno Civic

Association would be confined to

planning the next Annual
General Meeting, perhaps finding a date for a
Llandudno community braai plus a modicum of moral
tooth sucking and chivvying the City on minor shortfalls
in the delivery of municipal services.

In the world YOU and | live in, all the above is a pile of
PISS ...”Pie In the Sky, Sunshine” and the reality is that,
for whatever reasons ...we read about them daily...the
various departments of the City, supplying services to
Llandudno, are under resourced in manpower,
materials, budget and cash and are unable to deliver to

“Hang on”, you cry, “Did | blink or did we not just get
whacked with a humungous rates increase? Surely “City
Hall” must be awash with the wherewithal to deliver a
proper service?”...No, you did not blink...perhaps your
eyes watered though...

There is however another aspect to this
conundrum...and that is a cute little term called “Parity”
which means that the smart suburbs subsidise the not
so smart suburbs and as a result, the margarine is
spread thinly across the municipal area.

| am awaiting a response from our local Councillor,
Marga Haywood on my question...how to explain all the
above to an IRATE...high rate paying Llandudno
resident who quite rightly believes that he is not getting
a reasonable bang for his buck!

So with all the above in mind, read on while | spell out
the “Good, the Bad, and the Ugly” of dealing with
Llandudno and the City beauracracy in the past year ...

EDITORIAL

Welcome to the last newsletter of 2007 and
compliments of the season! As co-author of the book
“The Life of Llandudno”, Sue Maude has once again
been press-ganged into editing the LCA newsletter!
Once again | have agreed to do so in exchange for
shamelessly plugging the book wherever | can! So, if
you need a last minute gift, be sure to get all your
friends and relatives a copy of “The Life of Llandudno”
to grace their coffee tables.

How time has flown ... | have been editing this
newsletter since 2005 and have just been thinking about
all the behind-the-scenes activity that has been reported
in these pages during that time.

This has been a very eventful year for Llandudno, and
the LCA has seen many changes. We pay our respects
to the people who have moved on, and we report back
on those who continue to work hard behind the scenes
to ensure that Llandudno remains a perfect place to live.
If you have any comments to make, be sure to drop a
note in the LCA Letterbox at the hut near the Llandudno
entrance or make use of our community website. More
details inside.

The Editor




inexplicably transferred from a properly qualified
The Year that Was ... and empowered Forestry Department ... to an
unqualified (in this regard) City Health
Department which is unable to deliver any
meaningful service in this arena. See more

elsewhere in this letter.
e oo - Policing of and collecting of fees for film shoots
... is governed by the Municipality and proceeds

are channelled in to Municipal coffers. No

) ) compensation is paid to Llandudno.
Joint efforts by “City Parks” and Coast Care

have seen significant removal of invasive alien
vegetation from public open spaces and coastal

and the Ugl
Indigenous greening of public open spaces oee

using the City Park’s Hout Bay nursery facilities.

Relatively trouble free processing of Llandudno

waste. - Vandalism and filthy human behaviour
degenerate the two beach toilets in to a squalid
and disgusting state from time to time. Constant
pressure applied by the LCA, has resulted in
some vandal proof rehabilitation and recent
regular cleaning.

Continued professional and productive
relationship with the City in the management of
new building and building renovation /
improvement approvals. This goes a long way
towards the preserving Llandudno’s unique
character as a coastal residential enclave. - Informal traders at the Sandy Bay car park and
at the Victoria Road view sight overlooking
Llandudno contravene section 13 of the Informal
Trading By-Law by the continual littering and
non provision of hygienic toilet facilities. Council
has been notified and it is hoped that a

Recent escalation in road repairs by the Roads concerted effort will emerge.

Department.

Maintenance of fire and safety precautions,
including the recent repainting of fire hydrant
signage, through close liaison with Hout Bay
Fire Department.

Informal, neighbourly inclusion to within the
Llandudno community of the folk at Apostle A

and B Batteries above Victoria Road. In ITETﬂ'y d Jd’]a']n van Ch" Wdt

The combination of ADT security operations

and those of Llandudno Neighbourhood Watch Johan was one of that rare breed who selflessly
has produced a very low crime rate in gave of his time, energy and wisdom to Llandudno.
Llandudno. Any crime is unacceptable and He was wise, resolute, did not tolerate nonsense
greater anti crime effort is always required. and was strong yet kind.

Closer liaison with Hout Bay “Watchcon”is As Chairman of the LCA, he gave to us the benefit
under way and an upgrade of the camera of all the above and we are the better for his life but
surveillance equipment is under review. the worse for his passing

Car park attendants are closely monitored and
supervised by the LCA and Mike Riigg.

e Bad Ing Invasive Alien

Vegetation

...Thank you Johann

Street cleaning and roadside/verge
maintenance in Llandudno is irregular and

haphazard and notwithstanding the top up Attached to this letter are photos
provided by Coast Care, the streets of and notes of a selection of invasive aliens which are
Llandudno are often shabby. hugely undesirable. Please use these photos to

enable you to identify the nasties in your garden.
Remove them from your land, or, if they are on
public ground please notify me to have them
removed.

The responsibility for policing invasive alien
vegetation on private land, and the power to
demand removal of the beasties, was



Invasive Alien Vegetation

Another really bad invader, rampant in Llandudno
just now, Valeriana rubra or Jupiter’'s beard,
produces a beautiful pink and sometimes white
flower but is horribly invasive. It can be seen in
most gardens and kerbsides in the Eastern part of
the village. Please cut it out and apply a poison to
the remaining stem.

Reportback:
LCA Executive Committee

Huck Endersby

There have been several changes to YOUR committee
since the last letter:

Johan Van der Walt succumbed to his illness and left
us a legacy of strong leadership and devotion to
Llandudno which is a hard act to follow.

lan Mc Pherson, after a number of years in the saddle,
dropped off the committee but maintains an informal
watching brief during his wide ranging walks and rides
through Llandudno. Ta Boet.

What can one say about Neil vd Spuy...a “Pioneer” of
the village and one who has given so much to the
management of Llandudno. Neil retired as Deputy Chair
but continues on the Committee and exercises an
invaluable role in a consulting capacity, enabling the
Committee to draw on his wide and profound knowledge
and experience. Thank you Neil.

So the team needed re building around the remaining
core of Clive Oliver and Jillian Davis ...

You saw the appointment of Neil Tweddle earlier this
year - Security, Sue Papin - Public Relations and Clem
Gutsche - Life Savers and Fire Department liaison.

Subsequently Rodney Cronwright who chairs LBAC
(Llandudno Building Advisory Committee — see later in
this newsletter) joined the team as did the most recent
volunteer, Beryl Goslett who also sits on the Governing
Body of Llandudno Primary School. Welcome!

For my sins ...no one else wanted the job ...l am
Chairman, retaining the portfolio of Environment and a
number of other hats that | really need to share out.

The missing link in all the above is someone who
will take responsibility for the policing of inter alia

the impact of building operations on road
surfaces, public foot paths and public open
spaces.

amenities (beach toilets)

and liaison with the relevant Council
authorities in this regard.

A technical background and some bloody
mindedness will be useful...what about YOU?

Llandudno Building
Advisory
Committee (LBAC)

Rodney Cronwright

LBAC is an advisory committee set up by LCA and the
City of Cape Town.

The City forwards all plans submitted for new building
work in Llandudno to LBAC for their comment on the
building proposals. However, LBAC does not have a
mandate to approve or reject plans or check that what is
built is according to an approved plan.

Responsibility for plan approval rests with the City’s
Building Survey Department and responsibility for
compliance monitoring rests with the City’s Building
Inspector.

LBAC enjoys a good working relationship with these
City officials and is appreciative of the service they
provide in trying circumstances.



Llandudno Building Advisory Committee (LBAC) ...

The LBAC strives to uphold the character of Llandudno
as a unique coastal residential enclave. In formulating
its comments LBAC:

scrutinizes plans submitted for compliance with
the building regulations

assesses the environmental and visual impact
of building proposals, especially with regard to
the streetscape

where there is uncertainty, calls for additional
information from the applicant or City

sometimes meets with the applicant and/or
neighbours

requests the City to get the applicant to have
his/her plans endorsed by an independent land
surveyor to verify that the correct natural ground
level is shown on the plan and that the
proposed building falls within the 8m height
restriction

calls for the participation of all neighbours when
departures from the building regulations are
sought

requests the City to reject any proposed
departure from Llandudno’s building height, bulk
& coverage conditions.

LBAC would like to bring 2 issues of concern to the
community:

1. A number of plans for very large structures have
been received recently which, although
conforming to building regulations, appear to
be boutique hotels in the guise of a single
residential dwelling. LBAC has raised its
concern with the City, and LCA have sought
legal opinion on the matter. The community
needs to be the watchdog against the threat of
commercialization of Llandudnao’s built fabric.

2. Many property owners illegally annex part of
the road reserve abutting their property by
erecting fences outside their street
boundary. The cumulative impact is erosion of
Llandudno’s public space, and it cuts off the
option of introducing pedestrian walkways
and/or on-street parking.

In scrutinizing building plans LBAC strives to
protect this important public space. LBAC
appeals for community mobilization in regaining
and enhancing the public domain.

The LBAC recognises and appreciates the service
Johann van der Walt rendered to the local community
regarding the protection of Llandudno’s built and natural
environment. We miss his valuable contributions to
LBAC and we won't forget him.

Llandudno
asa film set
destination

For the majority of residents, this is a pain in the butt for
which the community is not compensated ...the City
approves film shoots on public open space / beach and
levies fees.

Rest assured, Sue Papin inches ever closer to the heart
of this matter and the appropriate protest will ensue.

Other Matters...

Llandudno Primary School

The LCA has maintained close liaison with School
Principal, Denise Erasmus, and in the year sponsored
an art competition to decorate road maps of Llandudno.

It is the intention of the LCA to extend the camera
surveillance to cover the school perimeter.

Llandudno Website

The site has been smartened up to make it useable and
user friendly. Don’t forget that you can use it as a
registered Llandudno resident to inter alia check out
contact details of Llandudno residents.

Visit:
www. [landudno .org.za



There are still copies of The Life of Llandudno
available from Stony Croft Cottage on the corner of
Simpson & Llandudno Road. Telephone Carey-Ann on
021-790 1712 if you would like to get hold of a copy.

Books are available online at www.netbooks.co.za too,
so people outside Cape Town can purchase a copy and
have it delivered anywhere without a fuss ... be sure to
tell all your friends/relatives/fellow Llandudno lovers
overseas ... every coffee table needs one!

For our other stockists and more information, check The
Life of Llandudno website:

www.lifeofllandudno.co.za

Sue Maude

Clive Oliver

As a result of political pressure from Cosatu and others
at the beginning of the year the Institute for Justice and
Reconciliation was asked to preside over a series of
meetings on the “Greater Hout Bay Housing Crisis’ with
the aim to “draft a comprehensive, transparent and fair
plan that will contribute meaningfully to the
government’s objectives to ensure for all people
currently living in the Greater Hout Bay area, access to
land and suitable housing properly serviced”

This resulted in a consensus document issued on the 29
May, copies of which can be viewed on the website. As
with all such meetings the objectives are laudable and
generally speaking reasonable. We made the following
comment on behalf of the LCA and would be interested
in hearing your opinion.

“ ---and are in broad agreement with what has been
said. However we do have some concerns over clause
V — the list of beneficiaries. It seems strange to us that
having employment in the Hout Bay area is not listed as
one of the criteria taken into consideration when
determining the list of beneficiaries.

It seems probable that there will not be enough land in
the Hout bay area to accommodate all the current
occupants and the City will have to make some hard
decisions on who stays. Surely having employment in
the area is one of the most important justifications to be
provided with housing in the area?

It is difficult to understand why somebody who does not
have a job nearby would want to stay in Hout Bay. It is
far from the main employment opportunities that the City
can offer, and transport and food is more expensive
than in other areas.

It is even harder to understand why the City would want
an informal settlement (as opposed to low cost housing)
in Hout Bay. The land is valuable so if the City has to
buy private land they will pay a high price, and if they
own land they can sell for a price which will enable them
to buy bigger pieces of land elsewhere. The cost of
building is high because of the distance from major
suppliers, and upgrading transport in and out of Hout
bay will be expensive because of the geography of the
area.

Having a large number of unemployed people in the
area will inevitably lead to high crime levels, which will
deter tourists who offer one of the few opportunities for
increased employment.

In summary, we welcome any plans to provide proper
low cost housing for people who have historical claims,
family ties, or nearby employment, but cannot
understand why such an unsuitable area should be

considered for an informal settlement.”

One positive aspect of these meeting was that they
were the most inclusive meetings | have attended in
Hout Bay- all sections of the community were
represented. On a less positive note the deadline of 16
December for government to present a development
plan to the Hout Bay community has passed without
comment.

See the attached pictures in colour of category 1 & 2
alien invasives... mega nasties... keep your eyes
peeled.



